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World Peace and Absolute Value

Sang Hun Lee

Korean and Japanese Professors, the Professors from Free China, Philippines
and Thailand, | am really happy to see you again at this third Symiposium. | also
sincerely express my heart of gratitude for so many of you participating in it in spite
of your being busy publicly and privately.

The theme of my speech today is “World Peace and Absolute Value”, To jump to
the conclusion, | am going to expound that, in order to settle the present-day confu-
sion of the world, and let peace be established, it is necessary to realize the absolute
value.

Then, I am going to discuss this theme by dividing it under the following sub-

titles:

(1) The Present-day Situation of the World, (2) The failure of Traditional
Method of Settling the Problems, (3) The Cause of Failure in Settling the Con-
fusion, (4) God's Providence and Absolute Love, and (5) World Peace and Absolute

Value,

(1) The Present-day Situation of the World

To describe the present-day situation of the world in short, | can express it in
terms of the Era of Rampant Violence, the Era of the Stronger Preying upon the
Weaker, or the Era of Ethics Lost. In even shorter terms, | am going to express it as
the Era of Great Confusion. Antagonisms and struggle, war, collision, and violence
including conflict, kidnap, destruction, setting fire, manslaughter and so on, are
covering the world, and thereby countless lives of men are being made sacrifice of.

Also many people are suffering in poverty due to the unbalance of wealth. In the
far-away African Continent millions of people are falling down in the midst of star-
vation right at this moment. And in many parts of the world the abuse of power is
practised, and many of the masses of people are suffering in exploitation, oppres-
sion, confinement, etc., and on the other hand, the depravity of ethics and morality
is daily growing greater, whether among adults or among adolescents, or whether
in the Orient or in the Occident.

Besides, the antagonisms between Eastern and Western camps centering on the

United States and Soviet Union, never-ending Middle East conflict, tensions in
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North-Eastern Asia centering on the Korean Peninsula, so-called North-South pro-
blems between the Third World and advanced countries, racial problems, religious
conflicts, and other miscellanecus problems, tangling with one another, are

deteriorating the confusion of the world.

(2) The Failure (Bankruptcy) of Traditional Method of Settling Problems

World leaders paid their best efforts for a long time in order to solve nurnerous dif-
ficult problems posed in many fields including politics, economy, society, culture,
education, religion, etc.. However, no good solution has been made in any of the
problems; not only that, more of difficult problems are continually arising, and con-
fusion is being increased day by day, and world situation cannot but be described
as proceeding toward destruction.

What does this mean? It means that the existing democracy and communism, or
religion and philosophy, have come to fail in delivering the present-day mankind
from its crisis.

Originally democracy arose with the goal of settling the problems of the nation
and of the world through equality in human rights and majority rule. However, to-
day the United States, which may be called the specimen (model) of democracy,
has lost its direction, being swaved by the transition of the development of the
times, much less settling the problems of the world.

On the other hand, communism, in spite of its having promised to realize
socialism through reveolution, to eradicate the structural contradictions and social
evils of capitalist society, and to liberate the working men and farmers, is exposing
greater contradictions and social evils than those of capitalist society, and is practis-
ing exploitation, oppression and confinement to a more considerable degree,

And religion, forgetting its original mission to guide the spirit of mankind toward
goodness, is indulged in the conflicts over the church power, while faith remaining
formalized, and is being secularized day by day.

Philosophy, in spite of philosophers’ hard efforts and its theoretical sophistica-
tion, is left isolated from reality, lapsing into idealism, and fails to be of any help for
settling today’s problems of the world. Thus, today it has become impossible for
mankind to place any hope on either democracy or communism, or either religion
or philosophy. We can not but say that every existing method for solving the confu-
sion of the world, has ended in failure after all. In this way, one can not expect the
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peace of the world in the situation where the confusion of the world can not be set-
tled.

(3) The Cause of Failure in Settling the Confusion

For a long time mankind has placed hope on the methods of settlement by the
leaders with an earnest hope for peace in their minds, but all of this hope has not
been fulfilled as of today. What is the cause of the failure of the world leaders in
solving the confusion?

They have failed because they do not take into consideration the fact of God's
Providence in analyzing the fundamental cause of the confusion of the world. In the
position of democracy following the principle of separation of politics and religion,
it may seem impossible to take God's Providence into consideration in searching
for the method of'settling the problems, Novertheless, it is also the fact that no fun-
damental settlement of the problems is possible when one disregards the Pro-
vidence of God.

I am going to explain this concretely in the below.

Let us consider, for examnple, the relations between Iraque and Iran. The two na-
tions, though they are both Islamic countries, have been engaging in the war for the
past years. While both are suffering from immense amount of hurman and material
losses, they are continuing the war in which neither seems to win victory. | think the
cause of this war may be analyzed from various aspects. One may hold that multi-
lateral conditions and factors relating with politics, economy, society, culture,
religion, history, geography, foreign policy, and so on, being combined, form the
cause of the war. And yet, in short, the internal cause of the war lay in the conflict
of interests between the two countries. | consider that this can not be denied by
anyone, For, when the interests of two sides are in accord, there is no possibility for
a war to occur.

Then what is the cause of the conflict on interests? It is namely egoism. [ hold that
the conflict of interests between the same Islamic countries occurred because of
their national egoism, which seeks their own interests and because of their religious
egoism, which seeks their own interests for their own religious sect.

By the way, the problem lies in the next point. The leaders of the two countries
not only hold their national egoism and religious egoism to be proper, but even

hold that pursuing them is good, unlike the case of egoism of an individual person,
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which is usually regarded as evil. Therefore, unless it is considered to be beneficial
to stop the war, the war will continue. This is the problem. Numerous incidents tak-
ing place in all over the world are, when they are analyzed, derived from such
egoism after all. Nonetheless, no one holds that point to be the problem, nor tries
to solve the point. Thus, different forms of egoistic way of thinking are gradually
deepened and expanded, and the confusion of the world has now come to an even
irrecoverable stage. The enemy to world peace proves, in reality, to be this
“egoism”. Therefore, the leaders of the world should appreciate this fact, and study
the method of conquering many forms of egoism including national egoism. As
long as they do not do it, it cannot but be said that the future of mankind is

only gloomy.

(4) God’s Providence and Absolute L.ove

Here comes to arise the necessity to take God's Providence into consideration.
God’s fundamental attribute is Heart and love, and when that love appears fight will
change into reconciliation. For egoism can be overcome easily by the love of God.
Since God carries on the dispensation of history intentionally with definite laws, and
because the final goal of the Providence is a world of peace filled with love, what
the God of Providence wishes for is neither violence nor battle but tolerance and
reconciliation. Therefore, the war is a deviation from the Will of God, whether it is
the war between nations or the war between religious sects.

Because the realization of peace through love is the purpose of God's Pro-
vidence, where the love of God is practised, not only various forms of violence but
also unbalance of wealth, abuse of power, racial discrimination, religious conflicts
and many other sins and crimes and depravity will disappear. For where love is
practised, there God dwells, and yet, if a deviation from the Will of God lasts long,
misfortune befalls to the ones concemned according to the definite laws of Pro-
vidence. Mencius once dared to clarify that “the one who disobeys Heaven will
perish, and the one who obeys Heaven will exist (survive)’. Seeing from God’s Pro-
vidence, this is the very proper teaching. If the ones concerned in a given event
understand such a fact surely, then their thinking, in establishing the method of set-
tling the problems, will change, and they will come to seek for reconciliation more
actively (so as not to defy the Will of God). It was for this reason that | pointed out

that the Providence of God should be taken into consideration in analyzing the
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cause of the confusion of the world and in searching for the method of settling the

problems, as | covered in the above.

(5) World Peace and Absolute Value

| clarified so far that, only when the love of God is practised, war and confusion
can come to an end radically. However, it is not easy at all to practise the love of
God. For, in order to practise the love of God properly, one must know concretely
what the love of God is like, and for that sake, one first needs to recognize the real
existence of God, and furthermore, one needs to understand even the attributes of
God and His Purpose of Creation correctly. And yet, | cannot deal with them one by
one here. | arn going to discuss simply from the position of Unification Thought on
why confusion is settled and reconciliations is formed when the love of God is prac-
tised. Love is an emotional power to make the object well and to please it. God is
always providing all men and all things with that kind of love. 1t is the same as the
sun shines on all things everywhere now as in the past. Thus the love of God is ab-
solute love transcending time and place.

When that kind of love is practised, reconciliation is easily formed between the
two sides, because such love overwhelms egoistic minds. It means that their views
of value change. That is to say, their viewpoint of goodness and viewpoint of truth
will come to change. In other words, when the love of God is practised, the tradi-
tional viewpoint that centering on oneself—one’s own individual, race, nation, and
religious sect—is good and true, will alter. And one will come to take such a view-
peint that it is also good and true for one to serve for other individuals, races, na-
tions, and religious sects as much as, for one’s own. Accordingly, if the two sides
practise the love of God together, then it goes without saying that their viewpoints of
goodness and truth will come to be in accord. In other words, they will come to
have such a concept that it is not only good and true for them to serve for each
other, but also mutually benificial, and their standards of goodness and truth will
come to coincide. It is the very accord to their views of value. When the love of God
is realized , reconciliation will be easily produced because their views of value will
come to coincide, 7

Therefore, if the love of God is practised by the leaders of the entire world, it is a
matter of course that their views of value will also come to coincide,, and all an-

tagonisms and struggles will thereby come to an end, and disorder of the world will
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come to be settled. Only then will true peace come to be established.

Since the love of God is absolute love transcending time and place, the values
(truth, goodness and beauty) which appear when the love of God is practised, are
the absolute values. Consequently, the conclusion is established here that the ab-
solute value ought to be realized by the leaders of the world for the sake of true
world peace. | cannot but say that today is the very moment when the movement of
the absolute value based on the love of God is keenly urged for the sake of ever-
lasting peace of the world.

[ have so far disclosed my view under the title of “World Peace and Absolute
Value”. Lastly, | hope sincerely that a brilliant result may be brought about in this
symposium for the sake of the peace of the world through your valuable paper-
presentations and earnest discussions. Let me conclude my speech now.

Thank you.



