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HEROES DE FUKUSHIMA
THE HEROES OF FUKUSHIMA

Premio Principe de Asturias de la Concordia
Prince of Asturias Award for Concord

“El jurado ha valorado la respuesta serena y abnegada

del conjunto de la sociedad japonesa desde los sucesos
de marzo de 2011, que tuvo su més alta expresion en

los grupos de personas que, llevando esa abnegacion

a un grado heroico, pusieron en riesgo la propia vida al
afrontar en la central siniestrada y su entorno las tareas
que evitaron una tragedia humana y ambiental de mayores
dimensiones, dando al mundo un ejemplo de coraje ante
la adversidad, sentido del deber, defensa del bien comun y

conciencia civica”.

El terremoto y posterior maremoto que tuvo lugar
en Japén el 11 de marzo de 2011 causé en torno a
28.000 muertos y 350.000 desplazados. Los dafios
en la central nuclear de Fukushima provocaron
explosiones de hidrégeno y la fusiéon del combustible
nuclear. Los colectivos que trabajaron en Fukushima
lo hicieron en condiciones extremas (elevada
radiacion, continuas rotaciones y pocas horas de
descanso, limitaciones en la alimentacion y en

el suministro de agua potable). A pesar de ello,
continuaron con las labores para recobrar el control
de la central, conscientes de lo imprescindible de

su trabajo para evitar una catastrofe de magnitudes
mayores. Las tareas fueron desarrolladas por
bomberos, por policias, por miembros de las Fuerzas
de Autodefensa de Japén y por empleados de la
Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), operadora
de la central; de sus 130 operarios, 50 se presentaron
voluntarios, asi como algunos trabajadores ya
jubilados o préximos a la jubilacién y, tras aumentar
las rotaciones y las necesidades de personal, se
contraté a mas personas (a 3 de mayo, ya habian

intervenido 1.312 operarios).

“The Jury has valued the serene, self-sacrificing response
of Japanese society as a whole since the events of March
2011, which had its highest expression in the groups of
people who, taking that self-sacrifice to a heroic level,
risked their own lives to undertake work in the stricken
plant and its surroundings that prevented an even greater
human and environmental tragedy, providing the world
with an example of courage in the face of adversity, the
sense of duty, defence of the common good and civic

awareness”.

The earthquake and subsequent tsunami that
occurred in Japan on 11" March 2011 caused around
28,000 deaths and displaced some 350,000 people.
The damage to the Fukushima nuclear power plant
resulted in hydrogen explosions and fusion of the
nuclear fuel. The different groups that worked in

Fukushima did so under extreme conditions (high

radiation, continuously rotating shifts and only a few

hours of rest, in addition to limited supplies of food
and drinking water). Despite so, they continued to

work to regain control of the nuclear plant, aware of

how essential their work was to prevent a catastrophe

of even greater magnitude. This work was carried out
by firemen, policemen, members of the Japan Self-
Defense Forces and employees of the Tokyo Electric
Power Company (TEPCO), the plant’s operator; of
its 130 workers, 50 volunteered, as did some workers
who had already retired or were nearing retirement,
and, after increasing the number of rotating shifts
and the needs for personnel, additional staff

was hired (as of 3" May, 1,312 workers had been

deployed).
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On behalf of the Japanese people, I wish to
convey my deepest appreciation for this
recognition, which is an example of Spain’s
solidarity with Japan and the Japanese people.

Fumiaki Takahashi, Japanese Ambassador to Spain

Y

"

En nombre del pueblo japonés, quiero
transmitir mi mayor agradecimiento por este
reconocimiento, muestra de la solidaridad
de Espana hacia Japon y el pueblo japonés.

Fumiaki Takahashi, embajador de Japén en Espafia
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CEREMONIA
THE CEREMONY

Bajo la presidencia de SS.AA.RR. los Principes de
Asturias, y en presencia de S.M. la Reina Dona Sofia,
la solemne ceremonia de entrega de los Premios
Principe de Asturias congreg6 el 21 de octubre

en Oviedo a personalidades y representantes

de instituciones que han alcanzado logros
extraordinarios en los &mbitos de las humanidades,
la ciencia, la cooperacién y el deporte. En la calle,
miles de personas dispensaron una calida acogida a

los galardonados.

Under the presidency of TRH the Prince and Princess
of Asturias and in the presence of HM Queen Sofia,
the Prince of Asturias Awards Ceremony of 21%
October congregated in Oviedo personalities and
representatives of institutions that have achieved
extraordinary accomplishments in the fields of

the Humanities, Science, Cooperation and Sports.
Thousands of people gave a warm welcome to the

Laureates in the city’s streets.

© VIDEO DEL DISCURSO

© VIDEO OF THE SPEECH

www.fpa.es

S.A.R. el Principe de Asturias
HRH the Prince of Asturias

“A lo largo de estas ultimas décadas han sido
muchos los éxitos y los logros que hemos alcanzado
juntos, no sin sacrificios ni renuncias, y de ellos nos
debemos sentir legitimamente orgullosos. Tenemos,
en fin, buenas razones para sentir autoestima y
esperanza, para saber que podemos nuevamente
superar las dificultades y los desafios que tenemos

por delante”.

No great nation can ward off
the crisis with pessimism. No
great nation can emerge from
it without the participation of all
concerned.

Ninguna gran nacién puede
abordar la crisis desde el
pesimismo. Ninguna gran nacion
puede salir de ella sin el concurso
de todos.

“For there have been many successes over the last
few decades and many are the achievements we have
attained together, not without sacrifice or abnegation,
and we are entitled to feel justly proud of them. In
short, we have good reason to boost our self-esteem
and hopes, to know that we can once more overcome

the difficulties and challenges facing us”.
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La musica es encuentro, la 6pera es
encuentro y de los encuentros brotan
luego estas maravillas que nos asombran
y nos apasionan. Naturalmente, mi tarea
hoy, en calidad de musico, no es tan
solo demostrar si soy capaz de dirigir,
mas 0 menos, a Verdi, o a Beethoven o
a Strauss, sino si a través de la musica
puedo hacer que los encuentros lleven a

la belleza y a la hermandad.

Riccardo Muti

Estamos convencidos de que el Premio
Principe de Asturias de la Concordia
2011 no se nos ha concedido solo a
quienes estamos aqui, sino mas bien a
todos los que todavia siguen realizando
sus actividades in situ.

Héroes de Fukushima

Music is an encounter, the opera is an encounter...
and these wonders that amaze us and awaken our
passions later blossom from these encounters.
Naturally, my present task as a musician is not only
to demonstrate whether I am —more or less— able to
conduct Verdi, or Beethoven or Strauss, but whether,
through music, I can make these encounters lead to

beauty and brotherhood.

© VIDEO DEL DISCURSD

© VIDEO OF THE SPEECH

We realise that the 2011 Prince of Asturias Award for

Concord has not been conferred solely on those of us
who are here today, but also on all those who are still

working on site.

© VIDEO DEL DISCURSO

© VIDED OF THE SPEECH
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Concierto de Clausura de la XX Semana de Musica,

que cerro el programa de actividades que precede a la
ceremonia de entrega de los galardones. El maestro
Riccardo Muti dirigi6 a la Orquesta Juvenil Luigi
Cherubini y al Coro de la Fundacién, que interpretaron

el Réquiem en Do menor, de Luigi Cherubini.

Encuentro de Bill Drayton con jéovenes emprendedores

sociales

Bill Drayton mantuvo un encuentro con jovenes

del programa “Jévenes Emprendedores Sociales”

desarrollado por Valnalén y fundado por José Manuel

Pérez, Pericles, emprendedor social de Ashoka.

También visit6 una exposicion al aire libre sobre los

proyectos desarrollados por los estudiantes durante

el pasado curso, cuyos beneficios se destinan a un

centro educativo de un pais en vias de desarrollo.
Dentro de su programa de actos, Bill Drayton

visité también la Unidad Terapéutica y Educativa

del Centro Penitenciario de Villabona, proyecto

pionero en el sistema carcelario espanol, liderado por

Faustino Zapico, emprendedor social de Ashoka, y

mantuvo un encuentro con los presos que participan

en este programa.

Héroes de Fukushima

Los Héroes de Fukushima mantuvieron un emotivo
encuentro con sus homologos de las respectivas
fuerzas y cuerpos de seguridad locales y regionales
del Principado de Asturias (policia, bomberos y

militares), y realizaron visitas institucionales a la

led the Luigi Cherubini Youth Orchestra and the

Foundation Choir, who performed the Requiem in

C minor by Luigi Cherubini.

Meeting between Bill Drayton and young social
entrepreneurs

Bill Drayton held a meeting with young
entrepreneurs belonging to the “Young Social
Entrepreneurs” programme developed by Valnalon
and led by Jose Manuel Pérez (Pericles), an Ashoka
social entrepreneur. He also visited an outdoor
exhibition depicting the projects developed by
students during the past year, the profits of which go
to a school in a developing country.

As part of the programme of events, Bill Drayton
also visited the Therapeutic and Educational Unit at
Villabona Prison, a pioneering project in the Spanish
prison system led by Faustino Zapico, an Ashoka
social entrepreneur, and met with the inmates

participating in this programme.

The Heroes of Fukushima

The Heroes of Fukushima held an emotive meeting
with their counterparts in the respective local and
regional law enforcement and public safety agencies
in the Principality of Asturias (police, firemen and
armed forces), as well as making institutional visits
to the Regional Parliament, Gijon City Council and

Gijon National Police Station.

Patrocinadores

Sponsors
Junta General del Principado, al Ayuntamiento de P @ ©Sabadell ‘ ?;Tﬂ’gﬁ’l’e"’
el cemnt - ez w0y Glaa
Gijon y a la Comisaria de Policia de Gijon. s o
ol  gjastur™
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NEWS

Prince of Asturias Awards
The “heroes of Fukushima”, 2011 Prince of Asturias Award for Concord

7 September 201
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Furhter information This group of people represent the highest values of the human condition by trying to prevent,

through their sacrifice, the nuclear disaster caused by the tsunami that struck Japan from multiplying

ﬁmu’%:ﬂg the jun its effects, the grave that this decision would have on their

Minutes of t Y

2011 Lavureates lives. Their courageous and exemplary behaviour has eamed them the international epithet “heroes
of Fukushima®.

The 2011 Prince of Asturias Award for Concord has been bestowed on the “heroes of Fukushima™. The Jury for the Award announced its
decision today in Oviedo.

This candidature was put forward by Josep Piqué i Camps, president of the Spain-Japan Counci Foundation (Madrid) and seconded, among
others, by Miguel Angel Navarro, Spain's ambassador to Japan; Fernando Salazar, vice-president of the Spanish Institute of Foreign Trade;
Juan José Herrera, director general of Casa Asia; Daniel Hernandez, rector of the University of Salamanca; and Alberto Ruiz-Gallardén,
Mayor of Madrid.

Following the massive earthquake and tsunami that occurred In north-eastern Japan on March 11, 2011 and which caused around 28,000
deaths and displaced some 350,000 people, Fukushima nuclear power plant suffered significant damage resulting in hydrogen
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and fusion of nuclear fuel. The International Atomic Energy Agency and the Japanese government initially placed the alert levels between 5
and 6 on a scale of 7, and finally at 7, as after the Chemobyl accident.

Despite major uncertainty regarding the of the nuciear the different groups that worked for weeks in Fukushima did
50 under extreme (high radiation, rotating shifts and only a few hours of rest, and limited supplies of food and drinking
water). Despite these grave they to in the efforts to regain control of the nuciear plant, aware of how
essential their work was %o prevent a catastrophe of even greater magnitude.

The work was carried out by different groups of people: employees of the Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), the plant’s operator; of its
130 workers, S0 volunteered, as did some workers who had already retired or were nearing retirement, and, afer increasing the number of
rotating shifts and the needs for personnel, additional staff was hired (by May 3, 1,312 workers had intervened in Fukushima); fire fighters
from various prefectures, especially from Tokyo, who participated in the work of cooling the reactors, a key task o restore oomrol of mc plant;
and the police forces and Self-Defence Forces of Japan, whose work cooling the reactors by ing water from helit the
damage from the air, cordoning off the exclusion area and evacuating people when the reactors emitted very high doses of radiation was very
important.

The behaviour of these people has also embodied the values most deeply rooted in Japanese society, such as the sense of duty, personal
and family sacrifice for the greater good and dignity in the face of adversity, humility, generosity and courage.

Prince of Asturias Awards

Awovdmg 10 the Statutes of the Foundation, the Prince of Asturias Awards aim "to reward the scientific, technical, cultural, social and

work atan i level by individual, i or groups of indivi or i ". As part of this spirit those
*whose work has contributed in both an exemplary and relevant way to understanding and peaceful coexistence among mankind, to the fight
against injustice, poverty, disease or ignorance, to the defence of freedom, or that has opened up new horizons to understanding or has stood
out, in a likewise inary manner, in the ion and of mankind's heritage™ may be nominated for the Prince of Asturias
Award for Concord.

This year a total of 44 candidatures from Algeria, Argentina, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, Egypt, France, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Mexico,
Norway, Palestine, Peru, Ruanda, Tunisia, United States, Zimbabwe and Spain ran for the award.

This is the last of the eight Prince of Asturias Awards to be bestowed in their thirty first edition. The 2011 Prince of Asturias Award for the Arts
went to Italian conductor Riccardo Muti, the Prince of Asturias Award for Social Sciences was given to US psychologist Howard Gardner, the
Prince of Asturias Award for Communication and Humanities went to British institution The Royal Society, the Prince of Asturias Award for
Technical and Scientific Research was jointly bestowed on neurcscientists Joseph Atman, Arturo Alvarez-Buylla and Giacomo Rizzolati, the
Prince of Asturias Award for Literature was given to Leonard Cohen, the Prince of Asturias Award for International Cooperation went to Bill
Drayton, founder and Chair of Ashoka and the Prince of Award for Sports was given to Halle Gebrselassie.

Each of the Prince of Asturias Awards, which date back to 1981, is endowed with 50,000 Euros, a commissioned sculpture donated by Joan
Mir6, a diploma and an insignia. The awards will be presented in the autumn in Oviedo at a grand ceremony chaired by H.R H. the Prince of
Asturias.
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